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22 January 2012
23 January 2012

25 January 2012
26 January 2012
30 January 2012
30 January 2012
31 January 2012

Presentation -Cambridge Young Learners English (YLE) Test

Friendly Swimming Gala at RIS -West Campus from 1:30

Cross Country -Grade 5

End of First Semester

Chinese New Year

Grade 2A -Field Trip to Ibn Battuta, Pizza Express

Grade 2B -Field Trip to Ibn Battuta, Pizza Express

1 February 2012

2 February 2012

5 February 2012
5-9 February 2012
11 February 2012
12 February 2012

12 616 February 2012

14 February 2012
19 February 2012
22 February 2012
23 February 2012

26 & 27 February 2012
28 February 2012
29 February 2012
29 February 2012

Grade 2C -Field Trip to Ibn Battuta, Pizza Express
Grade 2D -Field Trip to Ibn Battuta, Pizza Express

Practise of the parade on the International Day
Grade 2E -Field Trip to Ibn Battuta, Pizza Express
Prophet Mohammed Birthday (PBUH)
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Road Safety Campaign - PARIS

Photo Shoot for students - 9 February 2012
International Day

Camping 0Grades 4 & 5

Artist Week - Nursery
Reading with Dad

Mid -term Holiday

Tiger who came totea  -Grade 1

Open Day -School
Sports Day - KG

Sports Day -Grade 1 & 2
Sports Day -Grades 3,4 &5

Orange Day -Nursery
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- 4:15pm i Cancelled due to weather

-PD Day - Dismissal will be at 12:00 noon
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The Dubai School of Government, in partnership with the Knowledge and Human Development Authority,
cordially invites you to a forum on

The Role of Parents in Education
as part of the

Education Policy Forum Series

Location: Dubai School of Government (see location map)

Date: 31 January, 2012

Time: 6:00 — 6:30 p.m. (reception), 6:30 — 7:00 p.m. (forum), 7:00 — 7:30 p.m. (Q&A)
RSVP: policyforum@dsg.ac.ae

To view live via interactive Webcast, enter the event room at
http://connect.dsg.ac.ae:8080/jan312012

The Series is designed to bring together key players in the education sector to discuss and debate a number of topics that have
emerged as major issues of concern to the general public and the education community. They will attempt to create an open
discussion of these issues in order to generate new ideas and raise awareness of the many concerns of people involved in
education in the UAE.

About the Forum
How can better engagement of parents be used to improve the quality of schools in Dubai? To what extent should parents be
responsible for the learning outcomes of their children? How should Parents shape the future career options of their children?

Speakers:

Hala Roumani- Lecturer and Member of the Examination Board, Montessori Centre International (MCl), UK
Mohammaed Riad El Merabi- Principal, Dubai National School

Shaikha Altunaiji- Assistant Professor, Department of Foundations of Education, UAE University

Moderator:
Ammar Shams - Regional Head of Corporate Sustainability, HSBC Group

About the Knowledge and Human Development Authority

KHDA is an education authority, created to improve schools and other human resource sectors in Dubai. They work to promote
lifelong learning to fulfill Dubai’s aspirations. KHDA’s mission is to assure quality and to improve accessibility to education, learning
and human development, with the engagement of the community. They coordinate with many different partners — students,
parents, teachers, the private sector and other Government bodies. KHDA’s work plans are derived from the Government’s
strategy and carried out in a transparent manner to make sure everything we do benefits their highest priority — Dubai’s students.

About the Dubai School of Government

The Dubai School of Government (DSG) is a research and teaching institution focusing on public policy in the Arab world.
Established in 2005 under the patronage of HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of
the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of Dubai, in cooperation with the Harvard Kennedy School, DSG aims to promote good
governance through enhancing the region’s capacity for effective public policy. Toward this goal, the Dubai School of Government
also collaborates with regional and global institutions in delivering its research and training programs. In addition, the School
organizes policy forums and international conferences to facilitate the exchange of ideas and promote critical debate on public
policy in the Arab world.

Dubai School of Government | Convention Tower | Level 13 | P.O. Box 72229 | Dubai. UAE
Tel. 971.4.329.3290 | Fax. 971.4.329.3291 | Website www.dsg.ae
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G Raffles International Schools was honored
Ay S
0 42 i i by the Dubai Municipality with the award
(1) B, A e s,

ety for the Best School Canteen in Dubai

for the year 2011.

The award consisting of a plaque and a cer-
tificate was presented to Raffles Interna-

tional Schools in recognition of efforts made

by the schools towards developing healthy

eating habits among children, maintaining high standards in canteen opera-
tions and for the initiative taken by the school in support of the environment.
The school canteen operated by Abel-ro
nut s policy also adheres to O6no frief(
cooked meals. The school provides specially made meals for its nursery and
primary school students taking into consideration special dietary requirements
for some chil dren. As part of the schc

school collaborated with Abela to completely replace the use of Styrofoam

plates with environmentally friendly bio degradable plates.

D O |




Message from the Environment Committee

Dear Parents,

On Wednesday, January 18 t, students from Kindergarten to Grade 5 participated in the Eco-Club after school
activity together.

The older students took turns selling green environmentt  -shirts to parents and students. They enjoyed help-
ing find the correct sizes and gained experience dealing with money and making change. The t-shirts were very
popular and sold out quickly. More t -shirts will be available around
the end of February. The Eco-Club students are already excited
about having the opportunity to once again sell these t -shirts after
school.

Younger Eco-Club students planted seeds on one side of the atrium.
These seeds will soon become edible plants such as radish, rocket
and red cabbage. The students are looking forward to watching
these plants grow, and learning about the proper way to care for
them. We all look forward to sharing a salad together later this
year.

Thank you to all the students, teachers and parents who helped out on
this special day.

Michelle Mascarenhas
Environmental Coordinator




Message from the Superintendent

Dear Parents, |

Following the Winter Break, about four weeks ago, our students began completing the first
term of the school year. Their progress reports are being prepared to share information with
you that relates to your child's academic growth up to this point in the school year.

Current best practice in assessing student progress differs from what many of us experienced.

Traditionally students were compared to each other. Today each student's progress is measured against a
progression of learning benchmarks showing individual progress. There is a range of expectation for each grade
level.

The rates of brain development are  sometimes like physical development and some develop faster than others.
There are also periods when that growth is slower. A continuum of learning at any grade level will show a span

of three years for the children. Keeping this in mind, the teachers review the individual progress of the
students rather than compare students.

There are benchmarks that provide goals for the terms. These are indicators of what might be called the
expected point a student should reach for a time in the school year.

Imagine a student climbing a ladder one step at a time. There is an identified set of steps for each grade level.

If you are meeting with your child to discuss their progress, keep in mind that they are working toward these
benchmarks. Some will achieve them more quickly and others may require more time. Their report will help

you to understand their own progress toward that goal. Please take time to schedule an appointment if you
would I|Iike to discuss the report with your childds te

Regards,

Donavon Reinsmoen
Superintendent, Raffles International School, South Campus

Message from the Head of Junior School

- u_ N\ Dear Parents,

South Campus wishes all parents celebrating the Chinese New year best wishes and
may the 6year of the dragond bring prospe

It is time again to update, involve and inform you of all the excitement at South
Campus. First, thank you for your support and understanding of the safety and security steps which have
been firmly implemented at drop off and pick up times. These procedures were  always in place, and only
some additional measures had to be taken to make sure that these procedures are followed. Our security per-
sonnel have done an impressive job to enforce the school rules even in the face of adversities when seeing to the
safety of your children and other children.

Every step that the school takes is weighed, discussed and centered on the best interest of the students and the
larger school community. | am sure, in the past weeks, some of you have faced inconvenience and delays when
dropping or picking up your children from school. Please bear in mind that this is just a small price to pay for
the safety of your and other children. Your patience, understanding and respect for staff implementing school
rules are appreciated and will go a long way in motivating us to keep improving the school systems.

ache




Message from the Head of Junior School (Contd.)

The mid -semester reports will be going home on January 29 t. These reports
reflect the progress and achievement children have made in semester one. Teach-
ers are objective and forthright in reporting to you so that you have a clear under-
standing of where your child is and the support required to take the learning fur-
ther. Please go through the reports with your child and help them to take owner-
ship of the results. Reports are a good medium to have a conversation with your
child and learn about their school experience.

International day is around the corner and | encourage all parents to come forward
and get involved with the organization of this great learning experience. We have
over 80 nationalities represented at the school and we want all of you to help us
celebrate this diversity and the rich, global and wide perspective it brings to the
school.

Please contact our Events Coordinator, Lisa Butcher, at lisab@rafflesis.com for
more details.

Our school wide goal remains punctuality both in the morning and at dismissal time. Many students continue
to arrive late and some students are consistently being picked up late. Please remember for children to be
prepared and ready for school, they should start the school on a positive note and not stress about missing the
assembly or the morning instruction time with the teacher. Afternoon late dismissal takes away the duty

teacherds valuable planning ti me. I request al |l par
afternoon.
South Campus is all set to start with Semester two. We will be paying special attention to the Cambridge core

content areas of English language. Mathematics and Science teachers will be adjusting the pace of learning to
achieve the benchmarks and as such you will notice an acceleration of teaching and learning to prepare the
children for the next stage level.

We look forward to your support and for a productive partnership between school and home in the learning
journey of our children.

With kind regards,

Zeba Khan
Head of Junior School
Raffles International School, South Campus

ent
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Message from Nursery Coordinator

Dear Parents,

I once heard &oaekiolnér smy, marri ages, and fI n
care they get.6 | begin this term with the nurturi !
name is Garima Kapoor, and | am proud to introduce myself as the newly appointed
Nursery Coordinator for Raffles International School, South Campus. Having spent the
first part of my working life in hospitality, | eventually found my calling as working in
an environment with children. | completed my Montessori training in London where my
family was based at the time and began teaching at a nursery in the middle of serene
woodland. A few years on, life brought me to Dubai and | have been a part of the Raffles Nursery family, prior
to itds opening in 2009. I have watched it grow into
Casa B was my class to begin with and | have had two sets of butterflies flutter out towards the next phase of
their academic life.
| am eager to start this new phase of my career as Coordinator and | would like to assure you of my dedica-
tion to the wellbeing of O6ourd precious possessions.
Read on to find out what Casa D and E have been up to
Garima Kapoor
Message from Nursery Casa D Homeroom Teacher
Dear Parents,
We are excited to be back and are looking forward to another
great term. As we continue with our Montessori activities, we
are also thoroughly enjoying the wonderful weather, where the
children immensely enjoy playing games outdoors. You will be
pl eased to know that a Mu s i
niesdé has been introduced for

they will be exposed to rhythm and beats along with learning
new songs.

On Green day, we had the pleasure of having our class parent,
Class parent, Ute Aganbi reading Ute Aganbi come and read a story to the children of Casa D
astory to Casa D on Green Day the really enjoyed it. We welcome two new children to our Casa
D family - Ashaz and Safiyah.

Sarah and Lorna
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http://thinkexist.com/quotation/remember_that_children-marriages-and_flower/153002.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/remember_that_children-marriages-and_flower/153002.html

News from Nursery Casa E Homeroom Teacher

Zaid proudly finishes working
with the number rods and cards

Dear Parents,

Casa E happily welcomes back the children who have returned
full of energy from the well deserved winter holidays and our
new student, Rayyan Al Matari, who has just transferred to
Casa E from the Toddl erds cl ass.

During the first term, the children of Casa E have worked in es-
tablishing a stable routine and a friendly and calm learning
environment, this second term we are now concentrating on all
the five areas of the Montessori Curriculum. We have already

explored the sounds of 11 letters of the alphabet using the Jolly Phonics approach. In addition, the children
are practicing letter formation with the aid of the Metal Insets and the Sand Paper Letters. In mathematics,
the children have started working with the number rods paired with the number cards and the  spindle box,
which introduces the numerical value of 0. Great progress has already been made by everyone in the class and
| eagerly await working with all the children this term.

Susanna and Jasmine
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Message from the KG Coordinator

Dear Parents,

As | am settling into my new environment, it has been a pleasure to meet the children in
KG and watch them perform their duties throughout the Montessori Cycle. | can recog-

much they have grown and progressed through the Montessori Curriculum.

Pl ease read on to see what Casaods D, E and

Thank you,

Susie Mcshane

News from KG Casa D Homeroom Teacher

Dear Parents,

After the relaxing and fun winter break, the children of CASA D have shifted gear back into Montessori mode.
They have made many friends and have shown a lot of progress since September.

The KG1d6s are now busy | earning their |l etter sounds.

their work. They are very excited and are striving hard to achieve all their targets and get ready for a whole
new world.

| look forward to great New Year ahead with all of you. | would like to thank all the parents for their support
and a big thank you for all the artefacts and show & tell objects you regularly send.

| also want to welcome all the new children to Raffles.

Zainab & Therry

nize a few children who spent time with me last year in the Nursery fiitds | ovelyl to
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Message from KG Casa E Homeroom Teacher

Dear Parents

Welcome back! We hope that you all had a lovely break. Casa E
are all settled in after the holidays and delighted to be back in

school with their friends. We have continued to learn a lot in the

| ast t wo weeks and we especial
System. 6 Some of the children
to be astronauts. The children brought in lots of resources for us
to read which was great and it seemed to be a favourite theme
for everyone. We also learnt about the famous painter Leonardo
Da Vinci and painted our own Mona Lisabs.

All of the children have been busy working with the Montessori materials already learnt and are being intro-
duced to new work. They are all growing in independence daily and it is a joy to see them progressing and
helping each other in the classroom. We are looking forward to the term ahead and sharing lots more
memories.

Thank you for your continued support.

Samantha and Joanne

Message from KG Casa F Homeroom Teacher

Dear Parents,

The children of casa OF6 are now excelling academical
improvement. They are keen observers and they love to explore our nature table and other material in the
classroom. The children love to bring in theme related books and materials. They even love to bring in things

to observe on our nature tabl e. I n January, we celebr

them grow in all aspects.

Casa OFO6 explorers are enjoying | earni
about our solar system. They are so fascinated in this theme that they are explor-
ing planets with different classroom material in their own way like the yellow
penci l hol der as a Sun and eight other
nauts were enthralled by making their very own space shuttle voyagers. They are
also ardent recyclers and enjoyed green day and made the planet Mars using
recycled material. They are well aware of each planet in depth. They happily inform us about spotting planets
and constellations at night. We have started exploring the planet Earth in depth.

We are looking forward to another exciting learning trip. | want to take this opportunity to thank all the
parents for their continuous support.

Regards,

Shireen & Innie

he

hey
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News from Grade 1 Team

Dear Parents,

Grade 1 has been looking at the globe in our topic this week. We have been researching about different coun-
tries round the world that are different to the UAE. It is very interesting to find out about the currency, the
languages used, and the food and architecture of these different places. We have been watching videos of
dances and customs and comparing them to those in the UAE. In addition, we are learning about fact fami-
lies and looking at how subtraction and addition are related. We used mind maps to do this. We are getting
really good at using mind maps!

Our teachers will tell you so as well!

&,
.
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News from Grade 2 Team

Dear Parents,

The students in Grade 2 are back in the full swing of things after the winter holiday. We have  begun our
unit on famous people and have begun by learning about the travels of Ibn Battuta. Our unit will include a
variety of important scholars, explorers, inventors, artists and authors who serve as role models to our
students. As we explore historical events and putting events that have happened over time in order,
we have created our own timelines which are on display in the atrium. Do check them out if you have time!

In science, we have been investigating our five senses and putting our science inquiry skills to work by
taking part in a variety of classroom experiments such as taste and smell tests.




News fromm Grade 3 Team

Dear Parents,

During Science lessons, Grade 3 students have been looking at the characteristics

of different materials. ~ We already know objects are made from different materi-

als like plastic, metal, cotton, wood, rubber, etc. = So we wanted to discover why
we use the materials we do to make a variety of objects. Why candét w
saucepan from chocolate or why is rubber the best choice
for tyres? Every material
has special proper-
ties. Woods are strong,
split easily, burn and usu-
ally float. Metals are =
strong, feel cold and
heavy, and ring when you E‘
hit them. Some materials M
are transparent, like
glass.

-
>

We looked at some properties of chocolate, yum! We soon realized that chocolate is not a good material to
make saucepans out of because it quickly melts. We also experimented with different materials that we could
use to build a bridge. We built a variety of bridges in class using small paper, cardboard, wood and metal

bridges and tested their strength.  Now, we know that paper doesn't make a good building material for bridges!




News fromm Grade 4 Team

Dear Parents

After the winter break, students in grade
4B spent time at home and in class pre-
paring for their assembly. The aim of the
assembly was to explain all about a New
Year s resolution.
own resolutions with other students and
class parent during the assembly. During
practice, the students displayed enthusiasm and patience. Students took their time to carefully decide what
their resolution would be and by writing their resolution out they demonstrated a commitment to fulfilling

them. Inaara and Zoe were selected to lead the assembly and spent much of their own time at home or during
school break to practise with each other. On the day of the assembly, they both performed brilliantly and led

the assembly; this gave the other students confidence in speaking aloud in front of the audience.

News fromm Grade 5 Team

Dear Parents,

The Grade 5 team is extremely proud of the tremendous effort that was put forth by
students during the first semester and on the mid -year exams.  Students were re-
cently rewarded for all their hard work with a fun -filled Pizza Day and trip to the
beach. However it was not all fun and games at the beach as students were partici-
pating in a 3km beach run!

As Semester 1 comes to an end, we look back and remember all the fun -filled events and activities that took

pl ace and candt help but get excited to beai it al
— :

Grade 5 will kick off the new semester with lots of hands -on experiments in Af‘h
science though studying light and shad- | —
ows. In social studies we will be focusing
on the environment and coming up with
green solutions for preventing pollution.
Math is becoming increasingly difficult as
we concentrate on data analysis and
move into fractions and integrating decimals. In English we will continue
to have a strong focus in grammar, reading comprehension, and will be
introducing some different forms of writing. The Grade 5 team is very excited
for Semester 2 as we have so many interesting topics to cover and interesting
|l essons planned. We candt wait to shar

Th
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over
de 5



News from French Teacher

Dear Parents,

French is a beautiful language to learn and that the reason why | encourage
my children to learn it.

The main learning method used in class is
pure and simple FUN! At the same time, the
children are motivated to learn through the

many activities that allow them to really get

involved.

As you might be aware, last Monday, during our French assembly, my grad
2A and 2C children took the challenge and performed with confidence a
traditional French song, 6Ainsi font

pleasure.

| shall say well done to all grade 2!! It was such a pleasure to hear all of you singing and to have you on the
stage! What a lovely performance! | am sure the audience thoroughly enjoyed it as well fi | was so proud! Keep
up the good work.

Hakima Ghalem
French teacher, Junior School

News from ICT Teacher

Dear Summarise readers,

In ICT we have had a successful first semester where students have worked on
many different projects that have been integrated with what they have learnt in

their respective homeroom classes. The majority of grades had been working on
mock Emirates ID Cards to celebrate National Day for the first part of semester 1.

For the second part of the semester, in grade 1 we learned how to use MS Word to
insert pictures of homes and describe them. In grade 2 we learned how to create
different types of graphs also in MS Word . Students in grade 3 have worked on
creating a budget using money earned by doing different chores and spending it at ;
the Country Fare. In grade 4, students surveyed their classmates and created
graphs with the information that they collected. Finally, in grade 5 students were
able to get creative and create their own patterns using different icons and effects
found in MS Word . Looking forward to a great semester 2 and much more learning
opportunities while working with different types of technologies and programs!

Nouran and Eeram

(0]
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News from ASA & Events Coordinator

Dear Parents,

Grade 4 had a different life skills lesson on Thursday afternoon. Grade 4A teamed up with Casa D from the
Kg section. Both classes were introduced to one another and after introductions, each Grade 4 student was
paired with a Kg student where they were given the task of simply interacting with their partner and keeping

them entertained. Grade 4 students took great care of their partner and kept them amused for
30 minutes. They were all given one hula hoop, a ball and a bean bag!!

All of the Grade 4 students were very creative, and managed to
keep each student engaged and entertained i most of all, both
classes had fun.

Lisa Butcher
ASA/Events Coordinator




